Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma metastatic to the ovary. A report of two cases and a discussion of the differential diagnosis of small cell malignant tumors of the ovary.
Two young women with alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma metastatic to the ovary are reported. In each case, the ovarian involvement was detected within a few weeks of the discovery of a soft tissue mass by the patient. Symptoms attributable to the ovarian tumor dominated the initial clinical picture in one case. In the other case, the soft tissue mass was not appreciated by the treating physicians until after the diagnosis of rhabdomyosarcoma had been established by examination of the ovarian tumor. The ovarian tumor was unilateral in one case and bilateral in the other. One primary site was the right foot and the other primary site was the left forearm. These cases illustrate that metastatic alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma rarely enters into the differential diagnosis of a small cell malignant tumor of the ovary. Both patients experienced progression of their disease and died, despite aggressive chemotherapy, within 1 year of presentation.